DISCUSSION MANUAL

FUNDAMENTALS

LESSON 12

“A CHRISTIAN WORLDVIEW”
A Christian worldview is a way of seeing and making sense of the world that is Christian
in perspective. A worldview is the conceptual framework, lens, or grid through which one
views all of life. All men have a worldview. It reflects their understanding of the purpose
of life, the value and worth of human beings, their moral compass, and their belief or
disbelief in God. Believers have a consistent Christian worldview to the degree and extent
their thoughts correspond to God’s General and Special Revelation. The most important
element of a Christian worldview is the intellectual dependence on the Bible for answers
to the most important and fundamental questions in life.
I.

Biblical Presuppositions
Every worldview is constructed from a set of presuppositions or ideas regarding God, the world, and
life in general. The Christian worldview is the sum total and consequence of the believer’s knowledge
of and embrace of specific truths from the Bible. These truths are called biblical presuppositions and,
while they may be learned and embraced one at a time, the cumulative effect will eventually cause the
believer to view the world consistently and coherently.
A. Read the following scripture references and identify the biblical truths described.
Genesis 1:1-3

Genesis 1:26-27

Genesis 2:15-17; 3:6-7

Romans 5:12

2 Corinthians 5:20-21

II Timothy 3:15, 16

Note: The Scripture references above describe vital biblical presuppositions that
ought to be part of the framework of every Christian’s worldview. It is not intended
as an exhaustive list but rather as an example of the theological benchmarks
Christians must embrace in their view of the world and life.

B. Perhaps the most important building block in building a consistent worldview is one’s
epistemology. You may recall from Lesson #3 that epistemology can be defined as how we know
what we know. The proper epistemology compels us to return to the bible each time we are faced
with difficult questions regarding the origin, meaning, or purpose of life. That does not mean that
our experiences, observations, reason, or conscience are irrelevant, but it does mean that in an
instance of conflicting answers, we rely on scripture for truth above all other sources.
Read the following Scripture references and comment on why it is so important that a believer rely
on Scripture for his epistemology.
Jeremiah 17:9-10
Genesis 6:5
Judges 21:25
James 4:3-6
Proverbs 3:5
Proverbs 23:7a

C. Developing a Christian worldview is an important aspect of sanctification. Read the following
scripture references and discuss how they relate to sanctification.
Ephesians 4:20-24

Romans 12:1-2

1 Thessalonians 2:13

D. A Christian who learns to think biblically or who develops a consistent worldview will come to
certain shared conclusions with other believers. Contrariwise, men with a nonChristian worldview,
such as that of secular humanism, will find agreement on a variety of issues. Those unfamiliar with
the impact of a man’s worldview on the manner in which he views the world might suppose that
this ideological consensus is the result of some nefarious conspiracy. Those given to a
conspiratorial understanding of the world simply do not understand the power that ideas have to
shape the manner in which men approach life.

In order to test ourselves in this regard, consider and discuss the following:
1.

Socialism is the result of left-wing conspirators trying to take over the world.

2.

There are certain political viewpoints that all Christians ought to share ─ certain important
issues all believers ought to agree on.

3.

Will a true believer always have a consistent Christian worldview?

4.

How would a Christian’s worldview influence how he educates his children?

5.

If a believer fails to understand that all people have a worldview, what will happen?

6.

Is it possible for an unbeliever to have a consistent Christian worldview?

